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Ir the arguments adduced by those English journals which are 
opposed to the admission of Jews into Parliament were confined 
to the main question at issue, we could afford to leave their 
refutation to abler hands than ours—such as the 7imes, Chronicle, 
Douglas Jerrold, and other liberal contemporaries, which 
have wielded and still wield their powerful engines in the ad- 
vocacy of the Jewish claims. Indeed, the arguments in our favour 
have been so eloquently and irresistibly stated by Archbishop 
Whateley, and Messrs. Macaulay, and Grant, in Parliament,and by 
other Jewish and Christian divines out of the house, that we can 
add nothing thereto which bears on the main point. When, how- 
ever, a new and foul system of opposition is adopted, such as 
has recentlytappeared in the Morning Post, Morning. Herald, and 


Britannia—a system of traducing and bespattering the moral cha- 


racter of the Jews; when a wholesale condemnation of the Jews 
as rogues and vagabonds is pronounced by jourvals which enjoy, 
more or less, a fair circulation among the british people—we 
dare not remain silent. And if the reply in so humble a press as 
the Jewish does not succeed in removing the venow which evidently 
burns in the hearts of our enemies (to convince whom the elo- 
quence of a. Demosthenes would fail), we may, at least, have the 


satisfaction of showing our calumniators that the Jews are sen-— 


sibly alive to the intended insult, and that they have the means 
and the power of repulsing the cowardly attacks made by apostates 
and mock saints, whose very bitterness and scurrility betrays their 
real motives—jealousy, envy, and malice, and, what is still worse, 
a craving for the pelf which these hirelings receive from their 
fanatical patrons. | | 

The Morning Post of the 21st inst., for instance, after shedding 
tears of hypocrisy over the “ too little spirit of Christianity in our 


legislature,” after howling at the misfortune that the liouse of 


Commons becomes “ meaner and more mercantile vear by year’ 
(we should wish to know what else than mercantile the legislative 
assembly of a mercantile country should be?), the apostate editor 
thus continues :— 


Mr. Burke, when he wrote concerning the Constituent Assembly of France, 
laid down, as was his wont, those large principles upon which political 
excellence really depends. ‘‘ True humility,” he said, “ the basis of the 
Christian system, is the low but deep and firm foundation of all real virtue, 
There never was a truer maxim laid down by statesman or divine. We, 
therefore, expect no real public virtue from the Jew. A stubborn, implac- 
able pride is his characteristic. He cannot sympathise with, nor give 
effectual sincere assistance to, the best efforts of a Christian community. 
We are now regarding him in his public capacity—as one of a British 
national community. We do not deny that individual Jews perform great 
and praiseworthy acts of private benevolence ; but we no more think these 
acts entitle them to public honour and legislative power In our political 
community, than we do, on the other hand, that the low and hideous 
abominations in which Jews are so much concerned in great cities, should 
make every Jew an object of suspicion or disgust. 


We have heard of many charges against the Jews, such as 
mammon-worship, propensity for pedlary, usury, etc., but, for 
the first time, we hear the Jews reproached with implacable pride. 
Their bitterest enemies have admitted that many public virtues 
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adorn the Jewish character, such as charity to all, perseverance, 
loyalty, etc.; but the renegade Post expects “ no public virtue 
from the Jew ;” and, because they are not all pure as angels, he 
would make “every Jew an object of suspicion and disgust !” 
Nothing can be more false and unjust than this charge. So far 
from pride being the Jewish characteristic, it is the very reverse 
—humility and meekness; and could the consciousness of our 
weakness in number, and the remembrance of long and cruel 
persecutions, make us otherwise than meek and humble? Did 
the rejected Baron de Rothschild, though one of the first 
merchants in the world, manifest pride i the course he pursued ? 
Did he force himself upon the house? Did he present himself at 
the bar to take the oath, as he hada right to do, after being 
cleeted by the first constituency in the world? Or, we would 
ask the “ pious” Post, whether the Jews are coneer.ed in low 
and hideous abominations’ more than (w« might say, as much as) 
the Christians? How many cases of poisoning, stabbing, marder 
--how many cases of atrocity arising from darknéss—ean he cite 
against the Jews? Did he ever read in the police news of 
Jewish gentlemen being found drunk in the streets, and enjoying 
themselves. by assaulting people, as he has often 6ecasion to 
chronicle of the aristocratic lordlings in whose pay he thrives ? 
We maintain that there are, even proportionately, no more 
Jews guilty of crime than Christians. There are good and bad 
among both creeds; and we defy any one reading the law and 
police reports to show that the numbers of Jewish erimmals, in 
proportion, preponderate over those of Christians. If the whole- 
sale condemnation of the Jewish body on account of the few bad 
ones were pot too absurd to need refutation, we would ask our 
apostate contemporary to expel the Trish members from the 
house, because some. [rishmen have recently been convicted of 
high treason; and also the English members, because there are 
several thousands of Chartists among the English people; and to 
burn the whole of the clergy, because several eminent men of 
their body have lately deserted the Church of “ngland. 
We will now quote the argument of the Morning Herald :— 


Because Baron Rothschild ts not suffered to take bis seat in Parhament at 
the sacrifice of what, at least, some of us hold most dear, Lord John Russe!l 
thinks proper to repeat the charge, that opposition to his measure is “ an 
act of unmitigated persecution,» Of course! Let a man desire something 
to which he is not entitled, and if he cannot obtain it he is the subject of 
unmitigated persecution. Anindividual without qualification is retarned to 
Parliament by a Chartist constituency; and because his seat is legally denied 
him he is the victim of persecution too. Yet.what Mr. Gladstone cals the 
‘natural justice’ of Mr. Rothschild’s claim attaches quite as strongly to 
the cloim of the Chartist representative. The religion of the sojourner dis. 
qualifies the one, as the want of money is a fixed barrier against the other. 
The law itself, we suspect, would bave reason to complain of persecution, if 
every man injured by its operation should find himself treated by the 
minister of the day as a suffering martyr. It is one thing to feel sorry for 
Baron Rothschild, another to commit a national sin in order to gratify his 
ambition. Last year his case was heard, his own personal respectabélity 
was acknowledged; but the legislature declined to pay the heavy price asked 
for his admission to Parliament. He may rest assured that. the dehderate 
judgment is not now about to be revoked. The Baron will have nothing to 
complain of save the treatment he has received from Lord John Russe |. 


The unfairness of this argument, and the stupid perversion tn 
Lord Joho Russell justly maintains that 
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to refuse the Jews admission to Parliament is ‘‘ persecution,” 
because they are by every moral reason entitled to that right. 
The Morning Herald, however, with its deep-rooted prejudice, 
takes for granted that the Jews are not entitled to sit in Parlia- 
ment, and exclaims against Lord John Russell's application of the 
term “ persecution.” Let the Morning Herald show why a Jewish 
citizen, who bears the burden of the state with his Christian 
brother, and who is elected by his Christian fellow-citizens to 
represent them in Parliament, should not claim his right to take 
his seat, and then he may laugh at the idea of “ persecution.” 
Till he can prove that (and as yet he has signally failed in it) 
every rational mind must agree with the premier, that the rejec- 
tion of the Jews is “ persecution."”. Nor is Lord John Russell's 
proceeding at all liable to the charge of personality in the matter, 
as his advocacy for the abolition of the Test and Corporation Act, 
the Reform Bill, and numerous other liberal measures which has 
distinguished his political career, and raised him to the dignity of 
first adviser to the crown, was always on public grounds and 
general principles, just the same as Mr. Gladstone and Sir Robert 
Peel, formerly conservatives, and now in favour of Jewish eman- 
cipation, have no personal motive for their conduct either towards 
Baron de Rothschild, or any one else. 

Thirdly, and lastly, we come to the following remarks of the 
Britannia,‘a Sunday paper, not long established, of ultra-con- 
servative or “ old Tory” principles. 

What but the most violent contradiction to common sense would give 


the Jew the power, the right, and the stimulant thus to ruin at once the 
religion, the legislature, and the constitution? But we are toid that these 


atrocities will not be attempted; that the present race of Jews have neither ~ 


time, nor talent, nor temperament. for political peril; that they are merely 
a rambling race, with a surface of stock-brokers and discounters, and a 
sediment of pedlars and old clothesmen. 
such classes to an entrance into Parliament? 


Will they add to its intellect, 
or its information, or its integrity? 


We deprecate invidious: subjects, but 


how is it possible to avoid questions like these when the legislative Jew is | 


mentioned? Is there aman among them at this moment known as any- 
thing but a money-dealer? Where is the Jew holding a rank in any one of 
the bold, or learned, or intellectual or graceful pursuits of public honour, 
welfare, or ornament? Where is the eminent Jew soldier, or philosopher, 
or poet, or orator, or artist, in England, or in Lurope, or on the face of the 
earth? Ali are sunk in one slough of stock-broking; all swim in one 
unwholesome pond; all live and struggle and die in one mass of mediocrity. 
And is this the class which is to reinforce the intellectual vigour or avert 
the mora! decay of a british legislature. | 


If the queries of the Pritannia are not made for the purpose of 
empty declamation, but really for a reply, we can answer him 
every question by facts which upset his premises. 


Is there a man among them at this moment known as anything but a 


money-dealer ? 


Yes; a great many. There are in London many eminent 


Jewish shipping-merchants and warehousemen, who have no 


money-dealing at all. The editor of the Pritannia, we suppose, 
only knows Jewish clothes-men and Stock Exchange-men ; but 
if he will take the trouble to look at the Shipping Gazette, he will 
find many “ right-down Jewish names,” as Solomons, Moses, 
Levy, ete., who export and import as much as any of the large 
Christian houses. | 

Where is the Jew holding a rank in any of the bold, or learned, or intel- 
lectual, or graceful pursuits, etc.’ 

In the learned pursuits we have several Jewish barristers, as 
Messrs. Goldsmid, Simon, Dyte, Jessel, etce.; in other branches 
of learning, Professor Sylvester, Messrs. Drach and Jessel, Jun. 
in Mathematics. In the graceful persuits, we have Messrs. Hart 
and Solomon in painting; Mr. Joseph Asher and a host of less 
accomplished musicians; Miss Rebecca Isaacs in singing ; and 
we might have been able to quote the names of many more, had 
not the narrow policy pursued by the patrons of the Britannia and 


® their fanatical predecessors excluded the Jews from the “ graceful 


pursuits of public honour.” 


Where is the eminent Jew soldier, or philosopher, or poet, or orator, or 
artist in Engiand? ete. 


As soldiers, Jews have served and distinguished themselves in the 


Must we not ask, What right have © 


REFLECTIONS SUGGESTED BY THE LES 


French campaign, under General Chassé, and under the Duke of 
Wellington (vide his Peninsular Dispatches). As orators, there are 
many gifted with oratorical powers, such as Dr. Raphall, Rev, 
Mr. Marks, Dr. Van Oven, Mr. Theodores, etc.; but have the 
patrons of the Britannia given the Jews an opportunity of displaying 
their eloquence anywhere but in their own confined community? 
But the falsehood of the Britannia is still more glaring in its charge 
against the Jews of Europe. England being a mercantile coun- 
try, there are but a small number of Jews in it distinguished for 
learning ; but, to talk of Europe! our contemporary appears to 
live in ‘‘ blissful ignorance,” or in disgraceful seclusion, Has he 
never heard of Stern or Meyer Hirsch, in mathematics? of Dr. 
Riesser, Lipman, 0: Cremieux, in law? of Dr. Zunz, Professor 
Mank, or Dr. Frankel, in divinity or philology ? of Meyerbeer, 
Halevi, or Rachel in music? And what but distinguished Jews 
(not for wealth, but for transcendent talents) are all those who 
have recently sat in the various legislative chambers of Europe ? 
In no instance, we can tell our contemporary, have they been 
chosen to their high honour on account of wealth, for they are 
mostiy poor professional men, but solely on account of their 
merits in literature and science. They could afford no money to 
spend on their elections ; and there can be no charge of mone 
influence brought against them, ‘Their industry and their per- 
severing talent have burst open the doors which had hitherto 
been closed against them ; and the result has proved most success- 
ful. A vote of thanks was but recently passed by the Austrian 
Chamber to the Jewish member, M. Goldmark, for his assiduity 
and talent; and M. Von Schmerling, the leader of the German 
Parliament, paid a high compliment to Dr. Riesser, for the ability 
he displayed during the last session, 

Having quoted as many instances as our space permits of 
Jewish talent in Europe, we express our hope that our Jewish 
brethren in this country will still more energetically devote them- 
selves to the pursuit of literature, art, and science, and they may 
rest assured that genuine talent will burst the doors now closed 
against them, and distinguished abilities will uproot every preju- 
dice, however deeply it lies, and however bitterly it is expressed, 
as in the anti-Jewish journals at present opposed to Jewish 
emancipation. 

In conclusion, we direct the attention of all interested in Lord 
John Russell’s Bill before the House to an important communi- 


cation which we have received from Charles Egan, Esq., Bar- 


rister-at-Law (which will be found in another column), who, with 
much zeal and ability, explored the statutes relative to the Jews 
in England, shewing that, more than a hundred years since, the 
words, ‘on the true faith of a Christian,” which the Premier now 
proposes to omit in the oath administered to a Jew, were then 
omitted by an Act of Parliament. ? 


SON OF 
Exopus, Cuap. xxvit. 20, ro CHap. xxx. I1. 
The spirit of man is the candle of the.Lord, | 
Searching all the innermost chambers of the heart. 
Prov. xx. 27. 
Our lesson of to-morrow commences thus:—* And thou shalt 
command the children of Israel that they bring thee pure olive 
oil beaten for the light, to cause the lamp to burn always. In the 
tabernacle of the congregation (without the vail) Aaron and his 
sons shall order it from evening to morning before the Lord. It 
shall be a statute for ever unto their generations on the behalf of 
the children of Israel.” | 
When we consider the high authority whence emanated all the 

laws and ordinances in reference to the tabernacle and the sacer- 
dotal worship therein—when we reflect that it was the wisdom of 
God which ordained them, we cannot doubt that not only the 
minutely prescribed service in the tabernacle, but all the orna- 
ments aud decorations, their numbers, their sizes, and their entire 
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arrangement, are replete with symbolical and emblematical signi- 
fications, which the divine legislator, no doubt, verbally explained 
to the people, but which have not been preserved to the post- 
biblical age. 

Among the various ordinances in reference to the tabernacle- 
worship is, that of the continual light, 39N 93, which, being 
enjoined “as a statute for ever” (and in accordance with which 
we even now, in the synagogue, “ the little sanctuary,” have a 
light continually burning) seems to be of high import and deep 
signification. 

The sages of the Midrash remark on the above text. “ the 
spirit of man is the candle of the Lord.” 


DIN 


‘‘ The Lord said, Let my candle be in thy hand, and thy candle 
in my hand; and which is the candle of the Lord? The Law. for 
it said, ‘ [he commandment is a lamp, and the law is light.’ And 
why is the commandment compared toa light? Because when. 
ever man fulfils a commandment, it is as if he lit a candle before 
the Lord, whilst he sustains his own spirit; for it is said, ‘ The 
spirit of man is the candle of the Lord.’ ” | 

This allegory requires no additional comment. The. all- 
illumining and ever-shining laws of God. cannot be represented 
by anything purer and more universally beneficial than /ight, 
which is the soul and essence of our life. 
man, which, though invisible, is pre-eminent to the body, and 
guides and sustains it, be clad in a more :pt symbol than that of 
light. 
is incomprehensible) ; so does the body, consisting of matter, 
feed the soul, which is all spirt. But there is another important 
similarity between light and the law of God, which is thus ex- 
pressed in the Midrash : — | 


ayy mis niwyd yada awn natn 

ANNY IY MN AS MWY? pyran 

SDID) PIMP FON MEN PONT AD AD 


Why is the law a light? Because many times when a man 
intends doing a charitable act or good deed which would cost him 
money, the evil spirit within him says, “* Why shouldst thou do 
this, and diminish thy property. Instead of giving to others, 
give it to thy children.” Whilst the good spirit says: ** Give in 
the cause of charity and benevolence, for the commandment is a 
lamp which will always burn, even if you light by it thousands 


and thousands of other. chandeliers and candles; so the man who | 


gives from his purse to a case of charity does not thereby diminish 
his property.” | | 

The truth of this simile is borne out by every-day experience. 
Seldom, if ever, is a man ruined by charity. It is a virtue which 
may be carried to a dangerous excess, and this the law by no 


means tolerates; but, within bounds, it confers a blessing on the — 


donor. But, alas! we too often perceive that when men sustain 
pecuniary losses the first sufferer from the economy adopted is 


the poor, whose pittance is immediately cut short. Seldom, how-_ 
ever, do they remember when they recover the loss, that they 


should again increase the amount of their charity, as that of other 
luxuries ; and what greater luxury does this world offer to a 
feeling heart than that of doing charity ? 7 | 
Another highly-instructive symbol is offered in the ordinance 
of the garments of the high priest. We read in to-morrow 8 


lesson, ** And thou shalt put the two stones (on which the names | 


of the tribes of Israel were engraved)upon the shoulders of the 
ephod, for stones of memorial unto the children of Israel ; and 


‘Aaron shall bear their names before the Lord upon his two- 


Nor can the spirit of | 


As in a candle, the matter feeds the spiritual light (which - 


shoulders for a memorial” (Exod. xxviii. 12). This is a beautiful 
instruction to the priest, that when he is clad in the rich and 
dazzling splendour of the paraphernalia of his high office, he must 
not forget that with all this outward glory, unless he ‘‘ bears the 
names of his flock on his two shoulders.” unless he devotes all his 
energy, zeal, and influence, to the moral and religious improve- 
ment of his congregation, all the glory will fade away, and all the 
outward grandeur will wither. It is observed by a great political 
writer, He who will be master over a people must serve them.” 


The Talmud also says, xox xd, God 
said to the priests, I give you no dominion, but servitude.” The 
tendency of this is, that no ruler or head of a people, however 
powerful he may apparently be, cannot establish that power 
unless he serves his subjects zealously and faithfully. And as 
the names of the twelve tribes were inscribed on the priest's heart 
all alike, without distinction, so must the public instructor beware 
of distinction, not to fawn to wealth, not to bow to influence, but 
to regard the truth, even if comes from the mouth of the meanest 
of his flock. And not only did tLe high priest bear the names of 
the people in the ephod on his shoulders, but he also was com- 
manded—* And Aaron shall bear the names of the children of 
Israel in the breast-plate of judgment upon his heart’ (ver. 29); 
Instructing him ‘‘ not only to put his shoulders to the wheel,’ and 
be indefatigable in the performance of his duties, but that he 
should also “ bear them on his heart ;” that is, to think and to 
reflect upon the best means to be adopted for the amelioration of 
the moral and religious constitution of the congregations entrusted 
his guidance, that they should be “for a memorial before the 
Lord continually.” 

The ensuing Sabbath is. particularly a Sabbath of “ memorial” 
(3t NLD) ; it is to keep in remembrance the victory achieved 
by weak and fatigued Israel over the powerful and well-or- 
ganised army of Amalek. But the victory was a defensive or 
negative one. Israel did not defeat Amalek, but prevented 
Amalek from.defeating him. And this victory we shall thank- 
fully remember; it is the same victory we now seek, not to rule 
over our enemivs, but to prevent our enemies from ruling over 
us; we desire nothing but equality. If we desire more we shall 


lose what we already possess ; if we desire less we are not deserv-. 


ing of what we have obtained. But we may rely upon it that, if 
we sustain the lamp of the law, and feed the spirit within us by 
good and benevolent actions, we shall attain the position due to 
us, as promised by Him of whom the Haphtora of to-morrow 
says, “ and also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor repent, for 
He is not a man that he should repent” (1 Sam. xv. 29). 


RELIGION. AND SCIENCE. 
Or all the sciences, astronomy is by far the most ancient, because the 
objects of it attracted the first notice of mankind, who, when unin- 
formed in the knowledge of a God, worshipped the great luminaries of 
heaven as the source of being and the fountain of happiness. 

The wisest of the heathen nations fell into this error; and little 
doubt can be entertained that the polythetsm of them all, however 
varied and enlarged, had no other origin than the idea of Divinity 
residing in the host of heaven. Thus we read in that exquisite 
specimen of primitive poetry, which distinguished the earhest age of 
genius, the Book of Job, an allusion to this idolatry, which prevailed 
during that period :— 

Gyn Seb nena py ein 


— 


Which may be thus rendered :— 


If, when I beheld the sun in its brightness, or the moon appear in her 
lustre, | ever entertained an opinion in my mind that they were gods, or 
kissed my hand in token of worship and reverence to them, this also were a 
fearful crime, which God, the supreme Judge, I was persuaded, would 
punish; because it was putting those luminaries in the place of Him who is 
above all the heavens.—-Job xxxi. 26--28, 


To counteract this evil, and to show that the heavenl bodies were 
all the work of one Supreme Intelligence, the divine legislator and 
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Hebrew historian, in his Cosmogony, particularly dwells upon the 
creation of the sun and moon, and their respective uses, and em- 
phatically adds, that the same God “ made the stars also.” 

This epitome of thg¢ creation, or six days’ work, with which our 
Scripture opens so beautifully, has always been admired, and 
esteemed the most masterly analysis of nature in her incipient and 
elementary forms, though a celebrated French wit and libertine has 
exhausted all his stores of buffoonery to disparage and revile it. 

Few persons of any judgment would hesitate between the opinions of 
Longinus and Voltaire upon the subject of literary composition. The 
candid Grecian has given his voluntary testimony in behalf of Moses 
as a writer, while the petulant French sciolist, who was equally 
ignorant of Hebrew and its theology, has endeavoured to disparage 
what he did not understand. In proportion as language and philo- 
sophy are studied in their principles, so will the sacred writings arise 
in estimation; and it may be safely asserted, because it is easily 
proved, that all the discoveries of modern science have only served to 
confirm the truth of the Mosaic dispensation. 


In that most ancient poem, already quoted, the Book of Job, we find 
the following interrogatories :— 


“?*pmon Sy nym xeynn” 


Pee PIN OWN ON ny wn” 
ayer 


- Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of 
rion ? 


Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season ? or canst thou guide 
Arcturus with his sons? | 


Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven? canst thou set the dominion 
thereof in the earth 7 Job xxxviil. 31—33, 


Which, in other words, signifies thus :— 


Canst thou bring on, when it pleaseth thee, the sweet season of the 
spring? Canst thou stop it, that it may not haste away? or canst thou 
contract the bonds of rigid winter, which binds up every thing? Canst thou 
shorten the continuance of it? or canst thou lengthen the short days of it? 
Is it by thy power that the rest of the stars, great and small, appear in the 
southern and the northern signs in their proper seasons? Dost thou under- 
stand the order and the Jaws which I have established among the heavenly 
bodies, to direct all their motions? or couldst thou tell what to do if it 
were referred to thee here, on earth, to take the government of them upon 
thee? or didst thou establish. that influence which they have on the earth, 
that the sun should be for a light by day, and the stars for lights hy night? 


Such questions as these could originate only in an intimate 
acquaintance with astronomy ; and they show, to a certain extent, that 
the method of dividing and arranging the celestial bodies was nearly 
the same in the time of Job as at present. These numerous and 
splendid globes appear to have been classed at a very early period 
under separate departments or constellations. The technical phrasco- 
logy here used demonstrates the maturity of the science to which it 
refers ; and whatever amplification and improvement astronomy may 
have acquired from subsequent discoveries and industry, the precise 
mode of furthering the inquiries it suggests, and the identical terms 
applied in the earliest stage of the investigation, more or less, still 
prevail to this day. 

We boast, indeed, of various instruments, of different sizes, formed 
on different principles, for which, it must be allowed, we are indebted 
to our Own ingenuity in mechanics and philosophy. And who will 
venture to deny the eminent advantages of the superb and masterly 
apparatus by which the students of astronomy are now, more espe- 
cially, enabled to pursue their observations? ‘The efficiency and use 
of this optical machinery, brought to such perfection, and executed on 


such a scale of excellence, are universally admitted, by a wonderful 


accession of new and important information, even in our own time. 

But neither does it become us to deprive the fathers of this sublime 
and interesting science—who cultivated the first principles of it with 
so much ardour and success—of all assistance from the resources of 
art. 

It is not to be supposed that they made such a progress by the 
mere effect of ordinary observation, since we may well imagine that 
they would naturally avail themselves ofall the means invention could 
discover. jut who can tell the ground upon which they took their 
views and made their observations? or what implements of mensura- 
tion adopted by them, with other valuable and useful discoveries, 
have been lost in the lapse of ages? 

The forty feet reflecting telescope of Dr. 
nify at least six thousand times, which ine 
most remote bodies to an indefinite ex 
the objects, 


may 


Herschel is said to mag- 
reases the visibility of the 
tent, and raises the eye as near 


perhaps, as possibly can be done. This magnificent 


the medium even of light, by 


| 


instrument, as delineated by him who contrived, constructed, and 
employed it, is an extraordinary monument of ingenuity, mechanism. 
and shilosonhy and to the application of its powers in his celestial. 
researches we are certainly indebted for a more correct and systematic 
arrangement and illustration of the heavenly spheres than has hitherto 
appeared from any former discoveries. | 

Not to mention his ideas of our earth’s motion, the double belt of 
Saturn, with his measurement of the supposed mountains and vol. 
canoes in the moon, and his mode of gauging the heavens, he enlarges 
the boundaries of the solar system, by pointing out several bodies 
connected with it before unknown; and his new theory of the heavens, 
of the sun’s position, of the fixed stars, and the indefinite number of 
systems into which they seem arranged, greatly improve the sub- 
limity of this very interesting study. 

In developing the interior construction of the heavens, all the 
powers of expression sink under the grandeur and magnificence of the 
picture he sketches. . 

Innumerable strata of radiant stars, sparkling in parallel rows. and 
lost in immensity, seem, from his account, to invest the universe like 
so many blazing zones, and to whatever point of the spacious arch or 
cone which embosoms our globe our visual powers are directed, we 
are dazzled and overwhelmed by a series of successive and endless 

But when he apprises us of new systems continually forming by 
the plastic agency of gravitation, of the wreck to which inferior 
bodies are subjected by the pressure of superior ones approaching 
their several destinations, and the shock occasioned by the Junction 
or coalescence of single or insulated orbs ; we are content to admire 
his statement at a humble distance, and only regret our incapacity to 
follow him. | 

In this great laboratory of nature, however, as he elegantly terms 
it, we perceive more or less of the mighty process ; and learn, that 
by the simple laws of the Newtonian philosophy, worlds are actually 
analysed, fabricated, and even perish for the preservation of the 
whole. 

We presume not, however, in these essays, to make very free with 
these lofty and profound speculations ‘They are by far too remote 
from the level of ordinary minds, and above the accustomed mode of 
thinking adopted by, and familiar to the majority of readers. 

Our reference to all celestial phenomena regards whatever is 
brought forward, not as an article of science, but .as an incentivee to 
virtue; and we omit nothing which falls occasionally in our way 
calculated, in any degree to raise the subject of our meditations from 
the magnificent scenery to which they refer, to swell Our conceptions — 
of the great Creator ; and to impress our hearts with the grandeur of 
of His works. Everything we state, or remark, or infer from such 
data as may occur, which fails of this effect, is irrelevant to our design. 

The least acquainted with the philosophy of the heavens must 
derive, more or less, instruction and improvement from the most 
superficial view that can be taken of them. We cannot even cast our 
eyes above us, or about us, without feeling our minds expanded with 
admiration, and our hearts warmed with devotion. 

In an age of ignorance and barbarism, the heavens taught idolatry 
and superstition ; but now that knowledge is more generally diffused, 
and men are better informed, they inspire only gratitude and piety. 
They borrow all their brightness from the great fountain of light and 
life, and diffuse it liberally for our use; to teach us, that all our 
endowments are likewise bestowed for the benefit of others as well as 
ourselves. We learn, from their inviolable steadiness and order, the 
incalculable advantages of regularity in our conduct, and exactness 1! 
discharging the duties of life. | | 

Clouds may intercept their lustre, but cannot interrupt their tran- 
quillity ; and the upper regions are never more serene, than while the 
lower are convulsed with storms. They affect no precedence but 
what is sanctioned by nature; as the lighter are ever attracted and 
controlled by the weightier masses; intimating to us, that they are 
best entitled to rule who are best able to fulfil the ends of govern- 
ment, which is the welfare of the community; and that, among 
members of society possessing unequal parts, a perfect equality of 
condition is impracticable. 

Their obedience to the primary institutions of their Maker 1s 4 


standing condemnation of our habitual aberrations from the laws he 
|| subscribes, and the precepts he enjoins. 


Their beauty, which arises 
more particularly from their answering so perfectly their respective 
destinations, reproaches our moral deformity; their harmony, 0Ur 
mutual dissensions ; and their combined utility, our want of public, 
well as private worth. All this we actually find communicated throug 

celestial phenomena, with as ae 

certainty and precision as every finger-post directs the traveller in the 
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common road, to know the good from the bad, and the right from the 
wrong; and a more kind office can scarcely be done for mortals, than 


exciting and fixing their attention to this explicit, public, and 
rsuasive directory. 


Under the direction of the heavens, navigation has 
cherished and improved to an astonishing degree. Through many a 
boisterous sea, and a stormy night, the mariner has steered his 
course by no other guide but his compass and the stars which shone 
above him; and by the use made of them in this little work, the 
become at once a source of amusement and a chart of duty. The 
light of our days, and the ornament of our nights, are from the 


long been 
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heavens ; and why may they not be also converted into ministers of | 


worth and wisdom, as well as of brillianey and beauty? Their efful- 

ence adorns our world, and raises our hearts with delight. And we 
would draw from them such information only as may make us happy 
to all eternity. They shed lustre and visibility on all about us, and 
are themselves the most visible of all; and we would have them as 
useful to the soul as to the body, and as improving to the heart as 
they are pleasing to the sight. 


Il. A. Henry. 
January 28th, 1849. 


PARLIAMENTARY OATHS’ BILL. 


We have much pleasure in laying before our readers the follow- 
ing important letter from the learned author of the ‘‘ Status of the 
Jews in England,” and to which we direct the attention of the 
opponents to the removal of Jewish disabilities. 


Feb. 26th, 1849. 
' To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir, — In a letter of the Earl of Winchilsea and Nottingham, which 
appeared in the Timers and the Heratp of to-day, that nobleman 
seems to evince an apprehension that Lord John Russell intends to 
un-Christianise the community, by introducing into Parliament a Bil] 
authorising the omission of the words, ** upon the true faith o/ a Chris- 
tian,’ whenever the oath of abjuration shall be administered to a Mem- 
ber of the Hebrew persuasion. It may, however, be satisfactory to 
‘the Noble Earl, and any other individual entertaming a similar opinion 
on this subject, to be informed, that more than a hundred years since, 
(long before the celebrated Naturalisation Bill was passed), the wisdom 
of the British Legislature deemed it just to enact, that the above words 
SHOULD BE OMITTED whenever the oath of abjuration should be taken 
by Jews. 
particular notice in other important respects, inasmuch as it unequi- 
vocally refutes some of the arguments so frequently and. fallaciously ad- 
vanced by the opponents of the Jewish people, viz—That the Legislature 
never recognised the possession of real property by the Jews; * that, 
as regards the taking of oaths, they have never been recognised as 
British subjects, but as mere aliens ; and that no statute ever recognised 
the immemorial custom observed by the Judges of England, in adminis- 
tering oaths to Jews in manner and form consonantly with their religion, 
The following, however, are the words contained in the statute referred to, 
and they clearly admit the rights of Jews as British subjects. ‘“* And 
whereas the following words are contained in the latter part of the oath 
of abjuration, viz —‘ upon the true faith ofa Christian’ ; be it therefore 
enacted, that whenever any of his Majesty’s subjects professing the 
Jewish religion shall present himself to take the oath of abjuration, the 
said words ‘ upon the true faith of a Christian,’ shall be omitted out 
of the said oath, in administering the same to such person ; and the 
taking the said oath by such person professing the Jewish religion, 
without the words aforesaid, in like manner as Jews are admitted to be 
sworn in Courts of Justice, shall be deemed to be a sufficient taking 
of the said abjuration oath.” It therefore evidently appears, Sir, that 
there are more numerous recognitions of Jews as British subjects, con- 


tained in our Legislative enactments, than are generally imagined, 
EGan. 


Chester-street, Grosvenor Place. 


IS THE TALMUD ANTI-SOCIAL? 
To the Editor-of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir.— Your readers are no doubt aware that the miscellaneous 
essays and legends of the Talmud, comprised in the term Agada, 


* This statute (which seems to have passed unnoticed in the debates on 
the Jewish Disabilities Bill), required all the Sovereign's subjects professing 
_ the Jewish religion, to register their Freehold Estates, under the penalty of 
f orfeiting them, in case of non-compliance with the Act of Parliament. 


The Act of. Parliament in question, is, moreover worthy of | 


we 


contain many passages of which the enemies of the Jews, in different 
ages and countries, have taken advantage, to vent their hostility 
against the Talmud and its votaries. To suit their urpose they have 
selected therefrom isolated sentences, some of which do not accord 
with humanity, and others which are obviously fabulous. These 
selections they shewed up and exposed to the contempt of a refined 
taste; these they stamped as the character of the whole work, over 
which they waved the black rod, and with it smote the Jews, who look 
— the Talmud as their religious guide, and reverence it as such. 
These traducers have succeeded in doing a great deal of mischief to 
the Jews, and, with their serpent-like venom, have awakened the enmity, 
and conjured 5 the malice which had been long slumbering. That 
these unfair selections have been the cause of persecutions the most 
cruel, and torments the most excruciating, I hardly need mention, for 
history is not “ sealed with seven seals.” <A well-organised system 
of persecution against the Jews runs, like a stream, through the 
Whole history of the middle ages; and whoever understands how to 
read a little ** between the lines,” will at once perceive that the old 
rust of anti-Judaism is not yet entirely polished off, and that we yet 
labour, more or less, in the nineteenth century, under the odious savour 
which it left behind. The humanity and liberalism which are justly 
the boast of the present age, and which have achieved such noble and 
gigantic triumphs, have not yet broken asunder the Jewish fetters. 
There are, it is true, some states in which the light of liberty in. its 
fulness shines to the Jews, but they are only few, and how many and 
how sanguinary were the battles in which that liberty was achieved! 
how many and how dear were the sacrifices which it cost! And if 
we ask why the Jew is refused admittance to the arena of the state ? 

why the people who have at all times and in all countries evinced as 

much mind, zeal, and stability, as they had opportunity to manifest, 

should still be dreaded as an unsound part of the body of the state—what 

are their sins, and what their transgressions ? I know we shall be told 

the old story—the Jewish laws and Talmudical institutes contradict 
the laws and instructions which Christianity preaches; and that so 

long as the Talmud, which enjoins enmity and hatred to non-Israelites, 

forms the basis of the ritual laws of. the Jews, a Christian conscience 
cannot allow the Jew to have a share in the state, 

Now, whether the Jews or the Talmud have deserved this stigma, 
and its consequent exclusion, it behoves us dispassionately to in- 
vestigate—which investigation you will permit me to conduet through 
the medium of your columns, which are stamped with the spirit of 
progress and enlightenment. 

The ‘Talmud is a collection of Mosaical traditions 
i.e. verbal interpretations of the written laws by Moses; of prophetic 
traditions (O75 35), i.e. verbal interpretations of, and appendices to 
the written law; and disputations and discourses between the Jewish 
high schools, in jurisprudence, laws of marriage and divorce, ordo- 
nances in reference to the temple services and sacrifices, laws in 
reference to the observance of Sabbaths and festivals, and laws in 
reference to food. Mathematics, astronomy, chemistry, and meta- 
physics are the four sciences which the Talmud frequently employs 
to assign a firmer basis to she result of its discussions. Besides the 
afore-mentioned, there are many discussions and dogmatical sentences 
based on philosophy. ‘The Agadoth also contains ethics and allego- 
ries of a moral and religious tendency, illustrations of obscure biblical 
passages, interspersed and adorned with beautiful parables, historical 
facts and tales bearing the stamp of fables, which are, however, of 
Roman or Greek origin. ‘Thus, for instance, the history of Choni 
Hlamagal Say nn ‘yn (‘Treatise ‘Tanith, fol. 23), if compared with that 
of Epimenondas of Crete; also the narrative of Sodom (Treatise 
Chelek, ch. 2), with the history of the giant Simias, in Plutarch, ete. 
And, lastly, the Agada contains dogmas of various kinds, bearing 
upon the social condition of the Jews; such, for instance, as 7727 
mac Sw mwa (Pray for the welfare of the government) ; 2 Wr 
onan? wy) (Let thy house be a house of assembly for the wise) ; 
YA AMID (Let thy house be open to relief, 
and let the poor be like the sons of thy house)... There are hundreds 
of dogmas of a similar tendency, all breathing a spirit. of charity, 
benevolence, and generosity. Yet it cannot be denied that there are 
found among them a few comparatively which are obroxious and 
intolerable to humanity and sociality. Such, for instance, as >© 
(the best among the physicians, split his brains). Allow me, however, 
first to trace the origin of the Agada in general, previous to my inquiry 
into the nature of the above sentences f and see 
what authority the obnoxious dogmas assumed among the ve 

The Talmud was collected and compiled by Rabenu and Rabashi, 
and their sons, Mar and Chija. But the great work was not closed by 
them ; many additions having been made by the later schools, knows 
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aye: 


be 


by the name of *xy30 p39 (Rabbanan Sebrurai). With the close of 
the Talmud commences the period of the Gaonim, and we shall 
directly show the relation in which that part of the Talmud—which 
laid the foundation of the Jewish code of law—stands to those parts 
of the Agada, which has given so much provocation to those who 
have thought’ proper to persecute us on account of a few detached 
sentences in an immense work, consisting of several thousand folio 
pages. 

The Agadoth, in the Talmud, embrace a collection of introductory 
remarks, with which the Nassi (Prince or Chief of the Captivity) 
opened the lecture of the day; as it was the custom of the Nassi, in 
order to put the audience which assembled at the [High School in good 
humour, to entertain them with some light and attractive reading, 
such as a parable. a legend, or any interesting narrative, previous to 
the heavy and intricate matter of his lecture. Sometimes these intro- 
ductory remarks had reference to the subject of the lecture, and some- 
times they had not. This custom is distinctly stated in Treatise 
Sabbath (ypu. pw). 


‘** Divine inspiration, or prophecy, is not bestowed upon a person when 
he is in a mood.of sadness, nor of indolence, nor levity, nor Jaughter, nor 
when he talks nonsense, but when his heart ts rejoiced with the fervour of 
religious sentiments; as we read of Saul, that he ordered David to play 
before him, to banish the evil spirit. Rabbi Jehuda observed, that the same 
is the case with study, which also requires a proper mood. There is an in- 
stance mentioned-of Rabba, who always, previous to his opening the lecture, 
told the rabbies something interesting, which put them in a good humour, 
and then he entered into the profound. discussion with earnestness and 
reverence. 

Some of the Agadoth, however, were read in the middle of the 
lecture, when the Nassi found his audience worn out and exhausted 
from long and close application to the difficult and dry subject of his 
discourse. Ile then dropped his theme for a while, and told them 
something exciting and retreshing to their minds; as we read in the 


It happened sometimes, when the rabbies lectured for a long .time, that 


some of the people became sleepy, and, in order to rouse them, they changed 
the subject to some exciting matter, which had the desired effect. 


We also read in the Midrash (o-vwn yw), wasn 
oy? wp. Rabba used to lecture, and when he noticed that any of the 
congregation fell asleep, he endeavoured to rouse them, 

Now the whole of the Talmud, with the exception of the Agadoth, 
is regarded by the Jews as an authority from which they must not 
deviate ;* whilst the opinions, dogmas, and rules expressed and laid 
down in the Agada are not of sufficient authority to command obe- 


dience thereto, and we are at liberty to question or to refute them if 


we are convinced of the contrary.+t 

If we recur to an obnoxious passage previously quoted, ‘ Slay the 
best of the heathen,” however strong a prejudice it shews against the 
heathen, it never assumed the authority of a law, and was never 
obeyed. On the contrary, we find that many of the T'almudical sages 
cultivated an intimate acquaintance with some of the Romans. Nor 
is the subsequent passage, “ Split the skull of the best of the phy- 
sicians,” anything like a law. On the contrary, many of the Jewish 
luminaries were physicians. | 

There are bumerous proofs, in that part of the Talmud which has 
assumed the authority of law, that the rabbies were not anti-social. 
We read, for instance (in Treatise Gitten, fol. 61), 


We must maintain the poor of the heathen (or idolators) as well’as the 
pect ‘6 israel, and we are bound to bury their dead as well as the dead of 
srael. 


t Even the most ancient Jewish writers, such as 02/29 4 xa‘ws and 
meow; “ys, have not attached that authority to the Agada which the anti- 
Jewish writers have done. Vide also 5/5n nawn fol. 46; vol. i, chap, 71 
"19; fol. 27, fols. 7 and 25, pn moon. 


Maimonides, also, in his work, Jad Hachazaka (§ 6, D25 masz 
closes this T'almudical law with the following remarkable sentence .— 


For it is said in Scripture, ‘‘ The Lord is good unto all, and his Mercies 
are over all his works.” Again, in another passage, ‘‘ Her ways (those of 
the law) are ways of loveliness, and her paths are peace.” | 


I am, Sir, yours a 


Dr. 


. Mensor, 
( To be concluded in our next.) 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir, —A suggestion has been thrown out by a worthy philanthropist 
and co-religionist, who has resided for many years in the county of 
Durham, which I consider so valuable, feasible, and charitable, that I 
am induced to request you will lay it before the Jewish community, 
through the medium of your valuable columns. We know the mult). 
plicity of charities in the cood city of London connected with our 
holy religion; and we have daily instances of the difficulty of main- 
taining them. One being fastidious about supporting charities under 
certain direction; another protesting that the claims are so many, and 
preferred so often, that they become a burden ; and another, perhaps, 
feeling that ‘‘ charity begins at home,” declines altogether to con. 
tribute—“ what he gives is nothing to nobody,” as the penurious wit 
observed. - 

Now the scheme proposed by my friend is this :—The last census 
of Jews resident in London was about 30,000; presuming there are 
4,000 housekeepers, we may safely calculate that the consumption of 
coal is fully 50,000 tons per annum. If the entire body of Jews would 
unite, and form a Coal Association”—EACH FAMILY PLEDGING It- 
SELF IN WRITING TO TAKE THEIR ENTIRE SUPPLY OF COALS FROM THIS 
AssociATion—you would find that the best Wallsend house-coal 
could be delivered for some shillings less per ton, where the coal is 
purchased at the pit’s mouth from the coal-owner direct, then freighted 
to London, there yarded, and distributed to each family according to 
their requirements. | | 

If such a united feeling could be fostered, and the Coal Associa- 
tion started, it would not at first launching require more than 5,000/. 
to secure a coal-wharf, pay freights, and obtain the requisites fora coal 
trade; viz. horses, carts, men’s wages, clerks, and four branch-offices 
to register orders. Supposing the capital was nominally 1,000 shares 
at 10/. each; the directors’ qualification 50/. worth of stock; and 
the deed to fix the liability only to the extent of the shares so held: 
lam sure that a return of seven and a half per cent. per annum 
interest on the capital could be guaranteed, and after all the expenses 
are paid, and cost of coals liquidated, the balance would amount to: 
some thousands. I propose that the first accumulating balances be 
appropriated to reduce and pay off the capital, and in two years only 
you would have a “ mutual association,” self-supported, without the 
outlay of one shilling, diffusing thousands annually amongst the entire 
institutions connected with the German and Portuguese synagogues, 
and affording a greater measure of comfort and happiness to our 
destitute co-religionists, who have strong claims on our religious 
sympathies. ‘The coal trade in London is so conducted that neither 
quantity, weight, nor quality, can be depended on. My Jewish brethren 
would possess this advantage—they would have the best coals, full 
weight, and the price so much lower. as to make it an object to them. 
as consumers ; whilst the profits, after defravying costs and expenses, 
would leave a large surplus of thousands for the benefit of our Jewish 
charities, | 

‘The saddest visitation on the poor, during an inclement winter, 1s 
the want of warmth. ‘The very contemplation of the blessing warmth 
bestows tends to induce a sympathy for the destitute wanderer. He 
who enjoys: the comfort of his fireside, hearing the hail and sleet 
beating on his window, and knowing that hundreds are exposed to 
its influence, will feel the sensation of contributing to such a charit- 
able deed—the more especially, as that very fire he enjoys extends 
its blessings to the poor man’s hearth. All that is required is “* unity 
of action,” and “ purity of purpose.” 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
A. W. Hart. 


Newcastle-on- Tyne, 22nd Feb, 1849. 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. | 
Dear Sir, — It was with great pleasure that 1 perceived in your 
valuable paper of last week, that some good Jehuda has at last brought 
before our public Mr, Edelman’s merits as a most worthy person an 
a man of great literary attainments. That his whole time is entirely 
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devoted to the benefit of our holy faith, Iam an eye-witness; and, that 
he has not only copied those books named in your paper, but many 
more of still greater consequence. I[ therefore trust that our kind | 
brethren in London will take it into consideration, and form:a plan | 
how and where subscribers may send their mite towards the amount 
necessary for Mr. Edelman’s maintenance during his Stay here, so that 
he may be enabled to go on with his good work without care for his 
daily bread ; and I will, with much pleasure, be one of the number of | 
the subscribers. ' 


Yours respectfully, 


M. Levi. 
66, St. Giles’-street, Oxford, Feb. 27, 5609. EL M. Levi 


TO SIR MOSES MON TEFIORE, Bart., F.RS. 
ON HIS INTENDED JOURNEY TO THE HOLY CITY OF JERUSALEM. 
FEMALE OF THE HEBREW NATION. 


My muse again awakes! too long ’t has dormant lain, 
Jerusalem's hallow’d name calls forth this ardent strain. 
‘Tis whispered that the temple on Sion’s hill ’s restored, 
The one our fathers built, and offered to the Lord; 

But not in ruins now, nor in a crumbling state; 

Our God, the Lord of Israel, forbad that awful fate. 

“ The Guardian of his people or sleeps or s!umbers not;” 
The children of his love are never once forgot. 

So glorious His name, so great His wond’rous ways, 

That Judah’s children now may sing dloud their praise, 
Even on that spot of earth the Lord of hosts had given 

To saints woo rest above ali earthly fear in heaven. 

The Moslems tell them now to build again a place 

Where they may worship Judah’s God with unaverted face. 
O what a privilegel The boon’s from Heaven itself above 
Who looks upon His chosen ones with all His former love. 
And even as delegates from His supernal throne, 

Those dear, those good, those gentle ones are known; 

As such, are sent to cross the billowy, stormy wave, 

The sons of Israel's race effectually to save. | 
sir Moses, pious, great, the wise man, and the good, 

With his heroic lady, have by Siloah’s waters stood; 

That spot again they'll visit in this great and holy cause, 

To honour and sustain our pure and ancient laws. 

And, oh! from Sion’s mount may their prayers on high ascend, 
May they support our rights, and our holy mount defend. i 
A Christian hero, too, goes with the chosen pair, | 
He wilt in all their dangers and in all their perils share. | 
May Israel’s God protect, and guide, and bless them all, | 
Who in one cotnmon cause on the Lord of hosts do call; | 
May they live to see that time, that blessed hour, that day, ) 
When every cloud from Zion’s sons shall quickly pass away. 


BY A 


| 
S.G. | 
i0, Blackburn Street, Liverpool, Feb. 20th, a.m. 5609. | 


TO BENJAMIN D’ISRAELI, ESQ., M. P. 
Dare I indeed attempt to sing of thee ? } 
Thou brilliant orator and sparkling wit! | | 
I write thy name in truth all tremblingly ; i 
For through my brain bright vivid memories flit | 
Of those sarcastic streams of irony, | 
Thou in the senate’ house hast ofttimes launched | 
At all whose sentiments did not agree, f 
- With aught thy firm and vigorous mind advanced. } | 
But with these recollections others blend 
More sweet and lofty ; I with joy recall ) 
Those glowing works, whose fame can never end, 
But must, while time endnres, all hearts enthrall. 
My spirit glances o’er forthcoming years, 
And prophecies for thee a splendid fate ; | 
Thine intellect that so profound appears, } 
Will thee to highest honours elevate. : | 
Yes! ’mid thy sov’reign’s counsellors thou'llt sit, | 
Thy country’s destinies assist to guide ; : 
Gaining fresh laurels, Statesman, Poet, and Wit, 


In a career to thee as yet untried. 
“ Thoughts and Meditations,” ete. 


Promotion or EpvucaATION BY THE RABBIES IN THE 
Uxitep Srares.—It appears from the Occident, that the Rey. 
Dr. Lilienthal, Chief Rabbi of New York, is not only preaching 
‘ducation in the pulpit, but carrying it out practically in his own 
superintendence of a school. “Whilst on a brief visit to this city,” | 
Says the Editor of that Journal, “we were gratified to learn that 
the public schools of the Rev. Dr. Lilienthal and Rev. Mr. Fel- | 


senheld continue in successful operation. The former had 
erected for him a school-house in Delancy Street, not far from 
East River, which is divided into four large class-rooms, each 
capable of holding about eighty scholars; and if we understand 
aright, there are nearly two hundred and fifty children of both 
sexes attending the various classes. The children are as vet but 
of tender age; but without doubt, it they continue under the 
charge of their very able director, they ‘will show speedily as 
they have already commenced doing, the beneficial effects of, an 
intelligent and religious education. We had no time to hear the 
children go through their exercises, or else we would with pleasure 
give the result of a personal observation. We are truly gratified 
to be able to give public testimony to the proper manner of being 
the pastors of the people, as exhibited by the Rabbies Wise and 


Lilienthal in becoming themselves instructors of the young 


people, thereby laying the best foundation of an enlightened and 
religious community hereafter.’ 

CHAMBERS’ JOURNAL AND THE Jews. — At last the liberal 
editors of the above journal make the confession, that the attack 
on the East of London Jews, which appeared in their paper abont 
two months ago, and to which we fully replied in No. 11, Vol. V. was 
unwarranted. Intheir number of the 10th ult. they say, “ We are 
informed that the account of the * East of London Jews’ in 
No. 27 of this journal is much exaggerated, Our Hebrew cor- 
respondent (who now authenticates his communication) may be 
assured that the error on the part of our contributor was unin- 
tentional. As for ourselves, we hardly require to say that we are 
wholly devoid of prejudices against Jew or Gentile.”"—However 
willing we are to allow the latter assertion, as regards the Messrs. 
Chambers’ themselves, we cannot accept the “assurance” in 
reference to the contributor, whose whole article was, as we have 
shown before, a tissue of misrepresentations, evidently the result 
of prejudice and tntentional slander, 

Jewisu PHILANTHROPIC Soctery. — The concert in aid of 
the funds of this charity, which took place on Monday evening 
last, at Exeter Hall, was numerously and respectably attended ; 
and we trust that the result has answered the anticipations of the 
committee, who used every exertion to place. before their patrons 
a rich intellectual treat. Among the artistes engaged, Miss 
Rebecca Isaacs, who beautifully sang, here's not a Sound” 
(composed expressly for her), came in for a full share of applause, 
Miss Eliza Nelson was also well received in “ Tyrant soon he ‘il 
burst thy chains,’ We were particularly struck with the per- 
formance of our talented co-feligionist Miss Woolf (King’s 
Scholar, R. A. M.), a young lady of about sixteen years of age, 
who played a Fantasia on the piano-forte, and by her masterly 
execution on the instrument com) letely electrified the audience, 


Another proof, if any were wanting, that Jewish talent only 


requires the fostering aid of patronage to take its proper position. 
in the literary and scientific world, 

Miss Resecca Isaacs —We are gratified to perceive, by the 
Brighton Herald, that the performance for the benefit of our 
talented co-religionist at the Brighton Theatre, on the 19th of 
February, answered the most sanguine expectations of the fair 
beneficiaire, and of her many admirers. The performances were 
under the patronage of His Grace the Duke of Devonshire, who, 
with a large party of friends, occupied the Queen's box; among 
whom were Prince Metternich and his family, and several of the 
nobility and gentry. Many distinguished personages were among 
the audience. At the conclusion of Miss Isaacs’ closing cavatina, 
the Duke of Jevonshire threw a large bouquet at the feet of the 
cantatrice, at the sight of which the applause was renewed, whilst 
numerous bouquets were thrown from other parts of the house. 
The curtain had not fallen before enthusiastic calls were made for 
Miss Isaacs, who came forward amidst the most deafening cheers 
of the house, Since Miss Isaacs took her benefit, the Duke of 
Devonshire has sent her a very handsome preseat, and has €x- 
pressed, in the warmest terms, his entire satisfaction and pleasure 
at her performance. 
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poorer. class of our nation in Liverpool. 


JEWISH (* .ONICLE. 


Jewisn LApigs’ BengvoLent Loan Anp VisiTING SOCIETY. 
—We are requested to announce the following donations to the 
above Society:—Miss Maria Mocatta, 1/. 1s.; Isaac Mocatta, 
Esq. 10s. 6d.; Miss Van Oven, Woburn Place, 5s. 

JERROLD’s WEEKLY News, in an article on “ Judaism in Par- 
liament,” says :—‘“* The question of the eligibility of Jews to sit 
in the House of Commons has once more come before Parliament. 
Their exclusion from it can only be defended on the ground that 
it behoves the Legislature to be exclusively Christian, and that 
if the children of Israel were allowed to take part in it, legisla- 
tion, so far as they were concerned therein, would be conducted 
on Judaical, as contra-distinguished from Christian principles. 
This would be a very strong objection, certainly, if the assumption 
implied in it could be proved—namely, that Acts of Parliament 
are based specifically on Christianity, and that the Statute Book 
is founded on the Gospels.” 

Mr. Puttiep Satomons.—At Her Majesty's Levee, held on 
Thursday, the 22nd inst., our benevolent co-religionist, Mr. 
Philip Salomons, was presented by Lord Foley, on his being 
appointed one of the Gentlemen-at-Arms to Her Majesty. 

Tue Jews at HamBurG.—A grand illumination will take 
place at Hamburg next week, in celebration of the event of the 
complete emancipation of the Jews of that place. 


We hear that the Hebrew Elegy on the late Mr. Michael 
Josephs, by Mr. Dukes, which appeared in No. 153, has 
been reprinted from this Journal, and translated into German by 
Mr. David Asher. It is about to be published, accompanied by 
the beautiful paraphrase by S. 8. published in our No. 154. 

LiverPoo., Feb. 28, 1849.—* Sir—It is with much pleasure 
I inform you that a few individuals of our nation in this town have 
formed a Lying-in Charity, for the purpose of aiding our less 
fortunate sisters in the time of their confinement, and also in case 
of sickness. Such a charity has long been wanted to assist the 
The first meeting of the 
society took place on Sunday last, at the New Synagogue Cham- 
bers, Hardman Street, when the officers and committee were 
elected —M. Harr. | We heartily wish the society success in 
this charitable undertaking.—Ep1ror. | 

PROGRESS OF PERSECUTION IN PENNSYLVANIA, — The week 
before last, we announced that three persons, connected with 
the German Seventh-day Baptists at Snowhill, had been con- 
victed of working on Sunday, and were expecting to go to 
jail therefor. We have since learned that they were taken to 
the county jail, imprisoned six days, and discharged. This was 
for gathering in grain on a Sunday during harvest, when it was 
suffering very much from the heavy rains. Had they been 
nominal observers of Sunday, they might possibly have been 
acquitted on the plea of necessity, as provided in the Act of 
1794. But they were connected with a Society which observes 


the Sabbath, and denies the claim of the first day to be the» 


Sabbath; hence the law is enforced in all its rigour, and these 
three men have paid the penalty of its violation by suffering 
imprisonment six days. 

Two of the persons alluded to above, are included in the 
number whom we have already mentioned as having been in- 
formed against for picking apples on Sunday. Judgment has 
been rendered against them, and they are expecting soon to be 
taken to jail again. 

We are further informed, that since the decision of the 
Supreme Court, the fire of persecution has broken out at Mor- 
rison’s Cove in Bedford County. Several cases have been 
appealed to the County Court, where they remain undecided. 

Under such cirenmstances, our German friends are determined 
again to apply to the Legislature for relief, and have confident 
expectations of obtaining it. There is, however, some difference 
of opinion among thei, as to the best form of petition — whether 
to ask for the abolition of the law under which they are perse- 
euted, or to ask simply for protection on their own premises. 


Our opinion is, that they are doing more for the cause of try} 
about these days than they ever were before, and that they ought 
not, from a desire of speedy relief, to be induced to take UP with 
a partial recognition of their rights. While doing so much ; 4 
enlighten and arouse the public mind, they can very well afforg 
to suffer some temporary inconvenience. In due time, and tha 
not far distant, their rights will be fully acknowledged, and they 
will be honoured fcr maintaining them. But of this more anon — 
Sabbath Recorder. 
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Just published, fep. 8v0., 4s. 6d., 
THOUGHTS AND MEDITATIONS 
IN VERSE. 


By a Young Lady of the Hebrew Faith. 
William Pickering, 177, Piccadilly. 


JEWS’ ENFANT SCHOOL. 
BALL, in aid of the Funds of this Institution, will be given on Tuesday, 
a the 20th of March next, at WiLLIs’s Rooms, King Street, St. James's. 


PATRONESSES. 


Mrs. H. De Castro. 
Baroness de Goldsmid. 
Mrs. F. H. Goldsmid. 
Miss Goldsmid. 

Mrs. E. E. Micholls. 


Lady Montefiore. 

Mrs. A. Montefiore. 
Lady de Rothschild, 
Mrs. Denis M. Samuel. 
Mrs. S. L. De Symons. 


STEWARDS. 
E. Alex, Esq. | 
Samuel Cohen, Esq. 
Alfred Davis, Esq. 
H. De Castro, Esq. 
Henry Faudel, Esq. | 
Baron de Goldsmid. 
F. H. Goldsmid, Esq. 
A. Goldsmid, Jun., Esq. 
Augustus Goldsmid, Esq. 
Haim Guedalla, Esq. | S. L. De Symons, Esq. 
Frederick Hart, Esq. Sinion Waley, Esq. 


Tickets, including Refreshments, 10s. 6d. each. 
Application for Tickets to be made tothe Honorary Officers and Stewards, 
by whom Subscriptions and Donations will be thankfully received. 
15, South Street, Finsbury Square, WALTER JOSEPHS, 
Feb. 1849. Hon. Secretcry. 


Board amd Residence at the West End. 


HE MISSES ALEXANDER beg respectfully to inform the Jewish Public, 

that Ladies and Gentlemen may be accommodated at their establish- 
ment with every degree of comfort and domestic attention, either by joining 
their family circle, or occupying separate apartments exclusively. A party 
of Gentlemen, also, wishing to join in the occupation of separate apartments, 
may be accommodated with an elegant suite of rooms entirely to themselves. 
Ladies or Gentlemen whose object is to combine economy with respecta- 
bility, will please apply to the Misses ALEXANDER, No. 10, Bedford Street, 
corner of Chandos Street, Strand. References exchanged. , 


Edward Jessel, Esq. 

J. A. Joseph, Esq. 

S. J. Joseph, Esq. 

Jonah Nathan, Esq. 
Octavius Phillips, Esq. 
David Salomons, Esq. Ald. 
‘euben Salomons, Esq. 
John Sammell, Esq. 
Salomon Spyer, Esq. 


mop Sy 

Just Imported, Superior Bordeaux Wines, 
IN CASKS OR BOTTLES. 

LARET of the years 1841-44; SAUTERNE of 1837. 

most respectfully requested to be forwarded to 


Early orders are 


J. AZUELOS, 


ist Feb. 5609. 62, Bishopsgate Street Without. 


RESPECTABLE PERSON, aged 23 years, of the Jewish Persuasio), 
wishes to obtain a Situation as Lady’s Maid or Needle Woman. She 
perfectly understands Dress-making, and can be well recommended. 
dress (post free) to A. S., at Mr. Fersoun’s, No. 14, Goulstone Street, 
Whitechapel, London. 


ANTED, by a respectable Married Woman, a Jewess, One OF = 
Children to Nurse. She would make the domestic comforts of the 
Children her constant study. Her house is situated in the most airy < 
open part of that well-known healthy locality, Mile End. Address, EB, A» 
No. 38, Buxton Street, Mile End New Town. hild 
N.B. Any Jewish family having unfortunately a Deaf and Dumb ys a 
which they may be about to place in the Deaf and Dumb Asylum, can “he 
their child instructed by the advertiser in the rudiments of the educatl 
therein taught. 


Printed for the Proprietor, Joseph Mitchell, at the Printing Office, Circus Place, Lanne 
Wall, by John Wertheimer, of No. 1, Circus Place, London Wall, and Lhe 
Edward Ward, 54, Paternoster-row, and may be had, at the Jewish Chronic ~ . 

24 & 132, Houndsditch, in the City of London. Friday, March 4 
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